
 

Citing Your Sources 

The key to producing good references is being consistent and paying attention to detail.  Keeping 
track of your references as you find them will also help when you prepare your paper.   
 
Different Styles: Different disciplines use different styles of citing references.  You may be 

familiar with APA, Chicago, CBE, Turabian, or MLA style.  Each of these 
styles has different way of displaying the references or references numbers 
within the work and how the list of references or bibliography is presented.   

 
General Help A guide to the different styles can be found at 

http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/citing/index.html  
 

Class Specific For this class, references should be cited in a manner that is consistent with 
technical writing style as exhibited in the journal Engineering Structures. 
 
All publications cited in your paper should be presented in a list of 
references following the text of the manuscript.  
 
In the text, make references using a number in square brackets on the same 
line.  Do not use subscript or superscript numbers.  For example "Since 
Billington [1] has shown…" or “Based on the work of Whipple [2] …”) and give 
the full reference in a numerical list at the end of the paper. 
 
The table below provides examples of common types of references and how 
they should be displayed in the list of references at the end of your paper.   

 
Type of Resource Example 
Books One Author 

[2] Chopra AK. Dynamics of structures, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 
Prentice-Hall, 1995. 
 
Multiple Authors and not the first edition of a book – list them in 
the order they appear on the title page. 
 
[8] W.H. Mosley, J.H. Bungey and R. Hulse, Reinforced concrete 

design (5th edition), MacMillan Press Ltd., London (1999), p. 385. 
 

Conference paper or 
chapter in an edited 
volume 

Edited Volume (like a paper from a conference proceeding)  
[3] Kuranishi S. Arches. In: Beedle LS, editor. Stability of metal 

structures-a world view. 2nd ed. Bethlehem (PA): Structural 



Type of Resource Example 
Stability Research Council; 1991, 423-45 Chapter 7. 

 
[16] Z. Michalewicz, A survey of constraint handling techniques in 

evolutionary computation methods, Proc. 4th annual conference 
on evolutionary programming, MIT Press, Cambridge (1995), pp. 
135–155. 

Journal Article [1] Xu YL, Kwok KCS, Samali B. Control of wind-induced tall building 
vibration by tuned mass dampers. J Wind Eng Ind Aerodyn 40 
(1992) pp. 1-32. 

 
[4] M.Z. Cohn and A.S. Dinovitzer, Application of structural 

optimization, Journal of Structural Engineering, ASCE 120 (1994) 
(2), pp. 617–650. 

 
Online only journal 
(print edition does not 
exist) 

[5] A. Harnack and G. Kleppinger, Beyond the MLA Handbook: 
documenting electronic sources on the Internet, Kairos [Online 
serial] 1 (1996) (2) Retrieved 3/10/05, from 
http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.2. 

 
Journal article retrieved 
from an internet 
database 

If a source exists in print as well as electronic form, access and cite 
the print source.  Only if you are unable to physically access the 
book or journal should you cite the electronic version.  If you do 
have to cite the electronic version include the information below.  

 
[6] T. Ichniowski, paving problems outlined on Chesapeake Bay 

crossing, ENR 254 (2/21/2005), p14 Retrieved March 10, 2005 
from Academic Search Premier. 

 
Standard [9] Canadian Standards Association, Design of concrete structures 

for buildings CSA A 23.3-94, Rexdale, Ontario (Canada) (1994). 
 

Web Site According to the APA Style manual, when citing internet sources you 
should direct the reader as closely as possible to the information 
being cited – reference a specific document rather than just a 
home page.   

Check the address to make sure it works.  
At minimum an Internet citation should include the Title or 

Description, Date (either publication or update or the date of 
retrieval) and an address.   

Always try to identify the author – you will want to do this anyway as 
you are evaluating the site. 

 
[13] N. Janberg, Millau Viaduct Retrieved March 10, 2005 from, 

http://www.structurae.net/structures/data/index.cfm?ID=s0000
351  


